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Private Vincent Treahy died of Meningitis 1/12/1915  
Grave at Shepparton Cemetery 

“Gargling parade or troops aboard HMAT Benalla (A24) during their journey from Australia. The men 
are possibly members of the 5th Reinforcements; 3rd Pioneer Battalion who embarked from Sydney 
aboard HMAT Benalla on 9 November 1916. Gargling was carried out daily as a precaution against 
meningitis. During the journey there were six deaths from meningitis and two from other causes.” 

Murchison’s  
WW2 Airfield 

G.V. WW2 POW/Internment Camps 



The 1915 Meningitis Epidemic that Killed NE Victorian Recruits of the Australian Imperial Force 
In 1915 an epidemic of Cerebro Spinal Meningitis (CSM) swept Victoria. It is a serious illness caused by the Meningococcal bac-
teria, first discovered in 1884. This bacteria commonly resides in the nose and throat and is spread by close aerosol contact, 
usually coughing or sneezing. Some people may carry the bacteria without ever experiencing symptoms. It has two main clini-
cal manifestations, one being meningitis and the second a septicaemic shock with multiorgan failure. Both presentations may 
include a widespread rash. In modern times, even with the best of first world medicine, ICU, and effective antibiotics the mor-
tality rate is high. A century ago, in the pre antibiotic era, its’ mortality was 50% and 90% respectively. Those who survive are 
often left with significant debility, brain damage, epilepsy, deafness and a decreased resistance to other illnesses. 
 
In Australia CSM usually occurs in episodic cases, but occasional epidemics occur. In 1915-1916 such an epidemic swept south 
eastern parts of Australia, principally Victoria. The epidemic started in the general community around July 1915. Rumours 
spread that the incidence was significantly higher in the AIF Training Camps. This is thought to have contributed to the fall in 
AIF recruitment in Victoria which occurred in late 1915 (following the enthusiasm that followed the news of the Gallipoli land-
ings). Community fears were proven to be correct. In the Official History of the Australian Medical Services 1914-1918 Colonel 
AG Butler (1938) reported that the incidence in the Victorian AIF training camps was five times that of the civilian population. 
The outbreak at Seymour Camp (15,00 troops) was considered the most serious. By mid-1916 there had been over 600 cases 
with at least 256 deaths (42%) and untold consequences to the survivors. 
 
The health profession was familiar with CSM as both a pandemic in the Northern Hemisphere and a minor epidemic affecting 
Melbourne had occurred in 1905. Administrative and Medical Officers in the training camps of the AIF responded swiftly. The 
number of soldiers in each camp was reduced by building satellite camps, the population density at each camp was reduced 
with dispersed tents and reduced numbers of soldiers per tent. As the bacteria resides in the throat, twice daily gargle parades 
were undertaken with an antiseptic gargle, usually eucalyptus based, to reduce carriage and infection risk. These were contin-
ued on the transport ships. Symptomatic recruits were isolated and throat swabs taken for microscopic examination both im-
mediate and after culture. Those with ongoing symptoms or a positive swab were transferred to hospital. 
Victoria had a new Infectious Diseases Hospital at Fairfield (opened 1904) but its 40 beds were reserved for civilian patients. 
The army recruits were instead sent to the Alfred Hospital. The only known therapy of use at the time was anti-Serum, devel-
oped in 1907 by Dr Flexner (USA). He had reduced the death rate by half in his patients. Supplies of the Flexner anti-serum 
were difficult to obtain due to international demand and war time shipping restrictions. Meningococcus does have a variety of 
sub-strains that vary regionally and transportation delays may have degraded the serum quality. Hence, similar success with 
the imported antiserum was not obtained here. Once the recently founded University of Melbourne, Faculty of Veterinary Sci-
ence produced an antiserum, tailored for the local bacterial strain in sufficient amounts, things improved. Antiserum was usual-
ly injected subcutaneously and in the extremely unwell it could be delivered by lumbar puncture. These advances in prevention, 
treatment, and a waning of the epidemic lead to the number of deaths from CSM to decline in late 1916. 
 
The true number of total deaths among AIF volunteers from CSM is not known. Although officially Colonel Butler recorded 256 
deaths, this will be an underestimate. This number only covers up to 30th June 1916, it does not record deaths among later re-
cruits. The official tally fails to record many other soldiers who died from meningitis. It fails to record recruits such as George 
Colvin aged 18 of Rutherglen, NE Vic, who after developing CSM in camp was well enough to be sent home. His health declined 
and he died at home on 22nd September 1916. This was two weeks after his parents received notification of the death on the 
Western Front of their only other child. It fails to record those soldiers who died on the transport ships enroute to the war such 
as Robert Toppin, aged 24, of Mentone who was buried at sea after he died of CSM on 31st July 1916. It fails to record those 
such as George Thompson, aged 26, of Brisbane, who survived seven months at Gallipoli with the 25th Battalion only to die from 
CSM in Egypt on 14th February 1916, possibly contracted from incoming recruits. It fails to record nurses such as Hilda Knox, 
aged 34, of Benalla NE Vic, Having served in Egypt in 1915 she died of CSM in Rouen on 17th February 1917. It fails to record 
Ernest Downey, aged 24, of Thornton NE Vic, who was shot through the chest on 26th April 1915. Evacuated from Gallipoli and 
invalided home he survived several operations for infected fluid in his thorax and seemed to be improving when he succumbed 
to CSM on 31st December 1918. It fails to include in the record soldiers such as Ernest Ballinger, of Dunkeld Western Vic, who 
was wounded then captured in the Fromelles attack of 19th July 1916. He died of meningitis during German captivity in June 
1918, aged only 23 years. 
 
The many dead from CSM are overshadowed by the losses at Gallipoli or the Western Front. However, each death left a void in 
the lives of families and friends. Sometimes that grief was compounded by administrative blunders. Vincent Treahy of Tam-
leugh, NE Vic, died of CSM at the Alfred Hospital on 1st December 1915 aged 19. He was incorrectly listed as a deserter three 
weeks later. His parents may have had the added trauma of police visiting to enquire of his whereabouts.  

Cerebro Spinal Meningitis AIF Recruits Deaths - Buried/Lived in North East Victoria 



The 1915 Meningitis Epidemic cont 
A tragic fiasco occurred regarding Thomas Crockett, aged 25, of Wangaratta, NE Vic and Vic-
tor Ernest Pollard, aged 23, of Wodonga NE Vic. Both these men died in the Alfred Hospital 
from CSM on the 6th June 1916. The coffins of both men were placed on the same northbound 
train. One coffin, wrongly believed to be Crockett’s, was removed at Wangaratta Railway Sta-
tion and departed in a horse drawn hearse for immediate burial in Milawa, 12 miles away. 
The mix up was not realised until the coffin labelled Crockett arrived in Wodonga. A telegram 
to the Wangaratta Station Master led to pursuit of the Crockett funeral procession in a spe-
cially hired automobile which halted them 3 miles short of the final resting place. Meanwhile 
in Wodonga, the stationmaster had arranged for a special locomotive to head to Wangaratta 
to retrieve the true Pollard coffin. In the haste Crockett’s coffin was left behind, only to be 
delivered by the next scheduled southbound train. Later that evening Pollard’s coffin was low-
ered into his final resting place in Wodonga. In the darkness the grave was found to be too 
small and required a hasty enlargement. It was only while researching CSM that I realised 
that Pollard was a cousin of my grandfather. Perhaps Pollard’s death had influenced his deci-
sion not to enlist when he came of age? 
 
So far, I have been able to identify 16 recruits from NE Victoria who died from CSM before 
they could complete training, but there will be more. The final numbers of Australian service-
men and women who succumbed to CSM, at home or abroad, will never be known. The total 
numbers being dwarfed by the those from the conflict and the later Spanish Flu pandemic 
has meant there has been little research or data available. The risk of CSM in training camps 
was understood by the 2nd AIF authorities and no major crisis effected our recruits in WW2. 
However, the lessons were not universally learnt, as the US Army found out, to their detri-
ment, in early 1942. 
 
Dr Peter Thomas  
Wangaratta 

From member Graham’s Collection - Columbia River Knife & Tool (CRKT) - Serengeti Hunter 3.5” Main blade with a 
1.75” Hawksbill Caping knife and a 1.75” Detail Skinning knife integrated as grip panels. 
 

CRKT buys design from custom knife makers and have them manufactured in Asia. This allows collectors to buy unique knives 
that would be prohibitively expensive and take years to deliver, if they purchased hand made originals from the designer. CRKT 
usually manufacture from one of the lesser grade knife steels to keep the knives affordable. Sometimes they will produce a 
popular design with higher quality steel. 
 

The Serengeti hunter was designed by USA custom knife maker Mike Franklin (now retired) it was introduced into the CRKT line 
in 2001 and made of AUS 6M stainless it was discontinued after a few years.  

THE .348 Winchester Centre Fire 
The .348 Winchester Centre Fire (.348 WCF) is a potent, rimmed, bottlenecked rifle cartridge intro-
duced in 1935 exclusively for the Winchester Model 71 lever-action rifle. Firing a unique .348-inch bul-
let (typically 150 to 250 grains) at velocities up to 2,890 ft/s . Developed as a replacement for the .33 
WCF and .405 Winchester, the .348 WCF was necked down from the large .50-110 WCF case. Its heavy-
hitting capability made it a legendary choice for thick-timber hunting of large North American big 
game, such as elk, moose, and brown bear. The Model 71 Winchester lever-action was based heavily 
on the legendary John Browning-designed Model 1886 Winchester.  The model 71 was produced from 
1935 to 1958 with near 50,000 produced.  
 
Because the cartridge and rifle were designed together, the .348 was never factory-chambered in any 
other standard production rifle, which led to it eventually falling out of mainstream production in fa-
vour of more versatile rimless rounds. However in 1986 the Browning company, by then a part owner 
of Winchester Repeating Arms had its Japanese subsidiary company Miroku reproduce 13,000 M71’s 
under the Browning label. This revived the calibre some what, so that around 2005 Uberti produced a 
limited run of approximately 400 of another Browning design, the 1885 High-Wall single shot in .348 
WCF. More recently Italian gun maker, Pedersoli, have been advertising a reproduction of the M71 in 
348 WCF and 45-70 but while there are plenty of reviews of the 45-70 version, I am yet to see a re-
view of one in .348. In May of 2026 Ruger announce the would make a limited run of their No.1 Single 
Shot in .348 WCF available only through the firearms distributer “Lipsey’s” 



Guild Business 

WANTED 
German made Voere 22 bolt action rifle magazine. 

There is no model number, however it was manufactured in 

1967. Any capacity Magazine. 

 

Contact Mark Purden 0419 101 304 

purdos9@hotmail.com 

SNIDERS WANTED 
Hi all several members are after 577 Sniders in good working order 

with good barrels. Most are after Mk 3’s,  

but a good Mk 2 will be considered also.  

Also in order of preference is - Military carbines, 2 band short rifles 

then 3 band long rifles & Sporting Sniders.  

Please contact John H on 03 58213192 or email 
jobah450.577@bigpond.com  

Next NVACG Meeting: - Friday, July 10th 2026 at SSAA Shotgun Club Rooms   
1170 Midland Hwy, Pine Lodge VIC - 8.00pm  

  

            GUILD NEWS 
75mm Guild Members Name Badge for meetings or wearing to gun collec-
tors shows. All member are entitled to have one, records show that at least 
half the our members were issued one the other half are unknown. If you 
don’t have a badge or you have the old black and white  version, and you 
would like a new one, email membership@nvacg.org.au .  
 

Need a firearms application form endorsed by the guild? Most members are 
now emailing them to us and getting them back by the next day. The forms must be in PDF for-
mat. They must be completed first, we do not sign blank forms. You can fill them out on your 
computer or phone, then email them. If on the other hand you print the form, fill it out by hand 
then scan it to PDF, they must be legible, they must be straight, not running off the page so that 
they  are incomplete and please do not email them upside down.  
 

Membership renewals were due on the first of this month. We had 216 members at the end of the 
year. Two are deceased, one resigned and moved interstate, one has retired from collecting. That 
leaves 13 that have not yet paid. If you are one of those 13, we still accept renewals up to Octo-
ber and beyond under special circumstances, it is most important to note that, if you  rely on 
your membership of an “Approved Collectors Association” for GIC controlled weapons exemp-
tions or have a collectors’ licence listing our Guild as your primary collectors club, those exemp-
tions and licenses will become invalid for the period you are un-financial. 
 

Secretary Carl is organising a club shooting range day Saturday 22nd August 
2026. See Page 5 for details or email Carl - secretary@nvacg.org.au 
 

The September 11th meeting will be a campfire dinner and movie night. More 
information in the next newsletter. 
 

80mm vinyl Self Adhesive Stickers are available. Pick up at meeting or guild 
events. A stamp to post them is double the cost of a sticker.  
 
 

WE DESPARATELY NEED PEOPLE TO CONTRIBUTE CONTENT FOR THE NEWSLETTER.  
IF YOU CAN HELP CONTACT SCOTT newsletter@nvacg.org.au 

*NOTE* Prohibited weapon Governor in Council Exemption take effect 28 days after joining.  
You can apply for a Category 1 Collectors licence after 6 months of membership.  
Your membership start date will be the date of your application, even if wasn’t process it immediately.  
 
 

NEED YOUR COLLECTORS LICENSE APPLICATION OR RENEWAL ENDORSED BY THE GUILD?  
There are three members authorised to endorse applications: 
John Mc Mob: 0402 367 055     Email: majormac@bigpond.com 
Graham R.   Mob: 0417 137 232     Email: membership@nvacg.org.au  
Ricky S.    Mob: 0400 567 353     Ricky can be found behind the counter at Trelly’s Shepparton, but phone him first to 
          make an appointment, and bring your current membership card.  

mailto:jobah450.577@bigpond.com


 

secretary@nvacg.org.au 



LOCATION - LOCATION 
I have had a few enquiries lately, about articles in old newsletters giving the location of WW2 sites in the Goulburn 
Valley. 
The Murchison Airfield 
In 1942 two runways were constructed in the region, located on the Shepparton Highway and about two miles from 

Murchison East. Easch of the bitumen runways was 50 yards wide, and over one mile long. Approaches from all four 

points of the compass were incorporated into this design and they were able to accept the heaviest of current Ser-

vice aircraft, the R.A.A.F. B 24 Liberator bombers training at Tocumwal from 1944 They were built by the Allied 

Works Council, with the intention that the new airfield would serve as an auxiliary to the above-mentioned To-

cumwal aerodrome.  

POW and Internment Camps there were seven camps in the area. Unfortunately six are now on private property, 
you can only drive past and see some of the remaining structures. Camp 1 & 2 were internment camps for single 
mail civilians mostly German or Italian. Camp 3 was for mostly German family groups. Camp 4 was for Japanese 
family groups. Camp 13 was for Italian and German Prisoners of War and some Japanese POW. Dhurringile Mansion 
was for POW officers and their batmen. Graytown Camp (not shown) was used for Italian, German and Finnish 
POW’s who were occupied with woodcutting to supply the camps and hospitals. It is in state forest and you can walk 
around the ruins   
 

 


